On November 16th, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services published proposed regulations implementing the changes made to the Independent Living Program by the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA).  The proposed regulations, affecting individuals receiving Independent Living Services, are available here and may be commented on by following this link.

The Department of Rehabilitation has completed a preliminary review of the proposed federal regulations. We are hoping that our partners, stakeholders, and consumers find this preliminary review helpful in beginning the process of preparing their own comments to the proposed regulations. Written comments are due to the federal government on or before January 15, 2016. 

After a more detailed review of the proposed regulations, DOR will be hosting a Public Forum on December 21, 2015 at 3:00PM to share highlights of the proposed regulations based on our review and to provide an opportunity for our partners, stakeholders, and consumers to share comments and concerns for us to consider before we finalize our written comments. If you did not already receive the call-in information for the public forum, you can email us at WIOA@dor.ca.gov. Also, please email us at WIOA@dor.ca.gov to alert DOR to any provisions to which we should pay particular attention, and for any questions about our approach to developing comments on the regulations.

General Comments:
1. Most of the language in the proposed regulations is no different than the language in WIOA; the regulations do not provide additional guidance, impose additional obligations, or prescribe additional limitations not found in WIOA.  
2. A few regulations refer to guidance or guidelines as determined by the Administrator.  It is unclear if the guidance will include additional requirements and if the public will have an opportunity to comment on this guidance and guidelines. 
3. The Department of Health and Human Services invites comments on particular areas and interpretations. 

Significant Changes Proposed: 
1. The Federal Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has not yet developed new indicators of minimum compliance for Independent Living Centers and State Independent Living Councils. When the new indicators are developed, HHS is not planning to give the public an opportunity to comment on the content of the proposed indicators. 
2. WIOA requires the Administrator of the Administration for Community Living to reserve funds to provide training and technical assistance for State Independent Living Councils. Contrary to the language in WIOA, the proposed regulations require the designated state entities to reserve these funds, not the Administrator.  
3. WIOA prohibits states from spending more than five percent of Title VII B funds on administrative and related functions. Contrary to the language in WIOA, the proposed regulations expand this prohibition to limit states from spending more than five percent of the state match funds on administrative and related functions. 
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]The proposed regulations require State Independent Living Councils to be autonomous from state agencies. 
5. The proposed regulations clarify that if one entity receives multiple Part C grants to operate multiple Independent Living Centers, the entity will be considered one center for purposes of the State Plan for Independent Living. 


