Assistive Technology Advisory Committee (ATAC)
Monday February 1, 2016
10 am to 12 noon teleconference call
Meeting Summary
Department of Rehabilitation
721 Capitol Mall Room 169
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sacramento, CA 

Attendees:  
Committee Members Present:
· Ray Grott, Director RET Project, San Francisco State University
· Karen Andersen, member at large
· Karen Crowe, SSMI, DOR 
· Debbie Drennan, AT Specialist, Parents Helping Parents
· Jonn Paris-Salb, Education Administrator, California Department of Education
· Jennifer Walsh, Disability Consultant, San Francisco area
· Brian Winic, SSMI, DOR Blind Field Services
· Lenore Presley, Deaf-blind community member

Absent:
· Gregory Mathes, Director, Grants & Foundations, Goodwill of Orange County
· Kim Cantrell, CFILC
· Doug Sale, Workforce Investment Board
· Daniel Boomer, California Department of Education 

Members of the Public:  
· Rachel Anderson, CFILC 

Department of Rehabilitation:
· Irene Walela, Deputy Director, Independent Living and Community Access Division (ILCAD)
· Victor Duron, SSMII, Chief, Independent Living and Assistive Technology, Traumatic Brain Injury Section
· Michelle Davis, SSMII, Staff Development
· Sheila Conlon-Mentkowski, RAI, ILATS
· Christopher Camacho, AGPA, ILCAD

Meeting convened at 10:05 am.  

Welcome and Introductions  
Chair Gregory Mathes was unable to attend the meeting so Vice Chair Ray Grott presided over the meeting and led the introductions.  The committee voted to approve the draft of the September 30, 2015 meeting notes.  

Update on Member Terms/Recruitment/Officer Election 
Jonn Paris-Salb led this discussion and asked Irene for an update on the status of the ATAC Charter and Bylaws.  Irene explained that DOR’s Legal Unit reviewed the Charter and Bylaws and provided extensive feedback.  The deadline is March 9th for a response to be ready for the March ATAC meeting.  

Legal is reviewing DOR’s other advisory committee’s bylaws and operating procedures as well.  
Irene is interested in ATAC’s recruitment process since there is a need to fill two vacant seats, one is the Independent Living representative which is mandatory under the federal AT law, and the other is a consumer seat to be filled by one of the categories spelled out in the draft bylaws which follow the federal AT categories. One application has been received for the ILC seat and she will discuss that with Director Xavier on his return from Washington, DC.  She will have Victor and Sheila work on developing a recruitment plan using best practices from other DOR advisory committees, such as the Blind Advisory Committee and the State Rehabilitation Council once the ATAC Charter and Bylaws are completed.  


ATAC held the election of officers.  The committee voted unanimously to approve Ray Grott as Chair, and Jonn Paris-Salb as Vice Chair.  

DOR Update
Irene Walela introduced Victor Duron, the new SSMII, Chief of the Independent Living and 
Assistive Technology, Traumatic Brain Injury Section.  He came from the DOR Planning Unit and worked on the Unified State Plan and WIOA.  Victor explained his background in grant administration and service provision.

Irene’s notes are attached for your review.  Irene explained that the AT contract is in the Noncompetitive Bid (NCB) category and can be renewed one year at a time without having to go through the state bidding process via an RFP.  She plans to share the Assistive Technology Stakeholder Survey Executive Summary by the week of February 8.  She stated that there were mixed results on the AT Stakeholder Survey.  There will be an AT Stakeholder teleconference call to explain the results and to go over the concepts in the survey after the March ATAC meeting. A ‘save the date’ notice regarding the AT Stakeholder teleconference call will be sent out.   She said the ATAC recommendation to have CFILC be California’s designated implementing entity under the AT Act will be sent in a letter to the Director.

The Request for Information on the Loan Guarantee Program (LGP) received one response.  To support requirements for an NCB, Contracts and Procurements had letters sent out to ten California banks not previously involved in the LGP and they were sent letters to see if they were interested in participating in the LGP.  These 10 banks had until January 31 to respond and only 1 bank had responded by that time, however their response was incomplete.  

Contracts and Procurement will meet with Sheila and Victor on February 8th to continue the LGP NCB process.  Once this process is completed and approved by the Directorate and the California Health and Human Services Agency, it will be sent on to the Department of General Services for their review and approval.  


Irene also went over the issue of meeting locations.  She reminded the committee that, as public servants, we consider best use of taxpayer funded expenses in making decisions. In light of the Governor’s prudent fiscal approach, she asks that ATAC consider its travel expenses related to meeting locations.  All of the DOR advisory committees have been asked to consider travel expenses when planning their meetings throughout the given year.  She understands that ATAC’s practice has to been to hold its meetings, except the March meeting, in Sacramento and that the majority of the ATAC members live in the greater Sacramento area.  The March meeting has been held at the location of the CSUN International Annual Assistive Technology and Persons with Disabilities conference.  This year’s conference will be held in San Diego from March 21 to 26.  The March 2016 ATAC meeting will be held in San Diego on Tuesday March 22nd. 

She stated that she and Victor will be attending the March ATAC meeting and asked that the members of the ATAC include on the agenda discussions items regarding the charter, the bylaws, and meeting locations for 2017.  They are very interested in hearing the ATAC committee’s thoughts on the draft charter and bylaws, as well as the best uses of ATAC resources in alignment with the Governor’s guidance on travel, and the purpose of ATAC.  For example, some advisory bodies hold in person meetings throughout the state to collect stakeholder input in local areas; some advisory bodies only meet in Sacramento and offer teleconference options for local participation.  Local participation is most evident when local outreach is conducted prior to the advisory meetings. 

Irene asked the members if they had any questions.  One of the members said a few years ago, they had an ATAC meeting in San Diego at the local ILC but no opportunity for a tour.  They were wondering if there is an opportunity for and ILC tour this March while they are in San Diego.  Irene said there might be one right after the meeting on Tuesday the 22nd of March or the morning of Wednesday the 23rd. The CSUN Conference exhibits open at noon so, if members stay overnight, that morning might be a possibility for a tour of A2I which is the ILC in San Diego.  She will check into this possibility and let ATAC members know.  

There was discussion of posting the AT Stakeholder survey results to the DOR website.  John Paris-Salb suggested ascending emails that include a “click-on” link that provides a brief background on the purpose of the survey and that this may result in more responses.  It was also suggested that offering the survey via text messaging may increase responses.    

CFILC update:
Rachel Anderson of CFILC reported that there will be a ReUse conference this year in June in Sacramento.  She is the Marketing staff for CFILC and uses social media such as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, to share information.  She stated that Facebook and Twitter are the most popular means of social media at this time.  She shared that CFILC has seen continuous increases in the number of individuals accessing their social media forums and that they are holding an AT photo contest. The contest is open to anyone from the community to submit photos of everyday use of AT and there will be a prize for the contest winners. She also shared that the ATIA conference in FL is the largest one in the USA, even larger than the CSUN conference.  
  
New Business, next meeting date, action items, and adjourn
Ray Grott asked if anyone had new business to bring up.  No one did so he asked for a motion to adjourn.  Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 11:40 am.  

Action Items:  

· ATAC Charter/Bylaws ready for March 22 meeting, meeting materials need to be posted in compliance with Bagley Keen Open Meeting Act 10 days before, which would be March 9th.  
· Sheila and Victor to work on a recruitment plan for ATAC vacancies on going
· Designated Implementing Entity (DIE) letter of recommendation to the Director, due before March 9th
· Plan tour of A2i for ATAC committee members either Tuesday the 22 after 3 pm or Wednesday the 23 before the CSUN exhibits open at noon
· Sheila and Victor work on memo from ATAC regarding AT following the student during the transition out of school until they can acquire replacement AT
· AT Stakeholder Survey, share the AT Executive Summary and Survey results once approved.
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