California Department of Rehabilitation

2009 State Plan Update

ATTACHMENT 4.11(c)(3)

ORDER OF SELECTION

4.11(c)(3) Order of Selection 

CFR 361.29(c)(5)

Required annually for each year the State agency is operating under an order of selection.  Must identify the State’s service and outcome goals and the time within which these goals may be achieved for individuals in each priority category within the order.  Section 101(1)(5) and (15)(C) of the Act.
Since 1995, the Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) has operated its vocational rehabilitation services program under an Order of Selection (OOS) process.  The DOR will continue operating under its OOS process in State Fiscal Year 2009, as requests for DOR services are expected to exceed budgetary resources.  

Under its OOS process, DOR will continue to serve individuals with the most significant disabilities first (Priority Category 1), then those with significant disabilities (Priority Category 2), and then lastly those with disabilities (Priority Category 3).

 “Most significantly disabled” is defined by California Code of Regulations (CCR) §7051( C ) as an eligible individual who has a serious limitation in terms of an employment outcome in at least four functional capacity areas; whose vocational rehabilitation can be expected to require multiple vocational rehabilitation services and can be expected to require an extended period of time and who has one or more physical or mental disabilities resulting from amputation, arthritis, autism, blindness, burn injury, cancer, cerebral palsy, cystic fibrosis, deafness, head injury, acquired traumatic brain injury, heart disease, hemiplegia, hemophilia, HIV infection, respiratory or pulmonary dysfunction, mental retardation, mental illness, multiple sclerosis, muscular dystrophy, musculo-skeletal disorders, neurological disorders (including stroke and epilepsy), spinal cord conditions (including paraplegia and quadriplegia), sickle cell anemia, specific learning disability, end-stage renal disease, or another disability or combination of disabilities determined on the basis of an assessment for determining eligibility and vocational rehabilitation needs to cause comparable substantial functional limitation.

“Significantly disabled” is defined by CCR §7051(B) as an individual who has a serious limitation in terms of an employment outcome in at least one functional capacity area, whose vocational rehabilitation can be expected to require multiple vocational rehabilitation services and can be expected to require an extended period of time and who has one or more physical or mental disabilities resulting from amputation, arthritis, autism, blindness, burn injury, cancer, cerebral palsy, cystic fibrosis, deafness, head injury, acquired traumatic brain injury, heart disease, hemiplegia, hemophilia, HIV infection, respiratory or pulmonary dysfunction, mental retardation, mental illness, multiple sclerosis, muscular dystrophy, musculo-skeletal disorders, neurological disorders (including stroke and epilepsy), spinal cord conditions (including paraplegia and quadriplegia), sickle cell anemia, specific learning disability, end-stage renal disease, or another disability or combination of disabilities determined on the basis of an assessment for determining eligibility and vocational rehabilitation needs to cause comparable substantial functional limitation.    

Estimates for FFY 2009

Table 9 that follows reflects the DOR estimates for FFY 2009:
Table 9

	Priority Category
	Estimated # of Individuals
	Estimated

	
	To be Served
	New Applicants
	New Plans
	# of Rehabs
	Costs

	Most Significantly Disabled (1)
	85,050
	28,000
	20,650
	10,150
	$125 million

	Significantly Disabled (2)
	36,450
	12,000
	8,850
	4,350
	$53 million

	Disabled (3)
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	TOTAL
	121,500
	40,000
	29,500
	14,500
	$178 million


If DOR cannot serve all individuals who are eligible, it will place them on a statewide waiting list.  DOR ensures that those eligible individuals who do not meet the order of selection criteria will have access to services provided through information and referral pursuant to CCR §7037.  The waiting list is reviewed annually to assure that services are being provided on a statewide basis and that the determination of priority category does not bar or discriminate against any eligible individual based on the factors specified in CCR §7050(b).

The OOS Policy is utilized to insure that individuals who are the most significantly disabled have priority for services.  The policy was last changed in State Plan 2003 to significantly streamline and shorten the time required to assess priority status of individual consumers.  No policy changes are anticipated between July 1, 2008 - June 30, 2009.  

Between July 1, 2008 - June 30, 2009, it is expected that the DOR will provide the full range of services to those individuals with the most significant disabilities and those with significant disabilities who apply for services on or before June 30, 2009.  

The OOS Declaration for State FY 2007-2008 is as follows:
DECLARATION OF ORDER OF SELECTION FOR VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION SERVICES

Whereas, on August 18, 1995, the Director of the Department of Rehabilitation (Department) declared that the Department is under Order of Selection for Vocational Rehabilitation Services and determined that no priority categories could then be served, and,

Whereas, on June 15, 2007, the Department’s Acting Director declared that projected resources were not adequate to serve all categories and that resources were adequate to serve individuals most significantly disabled, regardless of application date, as well as individuals significantly disabled, who applied on or before June 30, 2007, and that both categories would be served effective June 30, 2007, and,

Whereas, the Department has reviewed projected resources and projected costs, for this next fiscal year as provided by Title 9, California Code of Regulations, Sections 7052 and determined that projected resources are not adequate to meet all the projected costs of applicants and that projected resources remain sufficient only to continue to serve individuals who are the most significantly disabled, regardless of application date, and individuals who are significantly disabled and applied on or before June 30, 2009.

Now, therefore, I, Anthony “Tony” P. Sauer, Director of the Department of Rehabilitation, declare that effective July 1, 2008, priority categories that include all most significantly disabled individuals, regardless of the date of application, and individuals who are significantly disabled and who applied on or before June 30, 2009, shall be served.

Dated: June 15, 2008
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_________________________
ANTHONY “TONY” P. SAUER

DIRECTOR
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