DRAFT

ATAC Meeting minutes
October 29, 2013
10 am to 4 pm
Department of Rehabilitation
721 Capitol Mall Room 169
Sacramento, CA

In attendance:  Ray Grott, Gregory Mathes, Lenore Presley, Karen Crowe, Jonn Paris-Salb, Brian Winic, Karen Andersen, Jennifer Walsh, Doug Sale, Kim Cantrell, and Daniel Boomer

CFILC:  Teresa Favuzzi

DOR staff:  Sheila Conlon-Mentkowski and Jay Harris.  Megan Juring came in later toward the end of the meeting.  

Excused:  Debbie Drennan and Helene Ferreira 

Absent:  Paul Carver

1. Welcome and Introductions: Ray Grott, in place of Gregory Mathes who came in later, opened the meeting. The members and staff introduced themselves and their affiliations.  

2.  The ATAC meeting minutes from February 26, 2013 were reviewed.  Jonn Paris-Salb moved to accept the meeting minutes and Karen Crowe seconded.  The motion was passed unanimously.  

3. DOR Update:  Jay Harris introduced himself and his background.  Sheila Conlon-Mentkowski gave several updates, on the DOR PROMISE grant, the SELPA AT monthly teleconference calls, and the 2013 DOR State Plan which has AT components in it.  She will send the PROMISE and DOR State Plan information to the ATAC members after the meeting.  

4. Kim Cantrell gave a Power Point presentation on the CFILC AT Network deliverables.  Kim said she would share her PowerPoint presentation with the members afterwards.  She mentioned there are 14 lending device centers now in the state.  The centers do customer satisfaction calls to see how the individuals like or don’t like the device that was lent out.  The loans are 30 days at a time with an option to renew.  Kim said that the centers are going through a clean up of their categories of devices that are lent in an effort to be more standardized among the lending device centers.  There was also a discussion of the Reuse Centers which have $8000 for reuse per year.  

A member asked what the difference was between reuse and lending.  Kim explained that the loaned devices are only lent for 30 days at a time while the reused items are donated used devices.  These devices have a sticker on them with the 800 AT Network number so when the device is not needed any further, the individual can call the 800 number and return the reused device.  

Members asked about the Affordable Care Act and whether that would cover Assistive Technology.  Teresa Favuzzi said that with managed care, there will be a cap on how much the health care providers can spend on AT.  They are looking at funding sources, foundations, health care providers, and similar programs to see what will be covered.    

5. Jay Harris and Sheila Conlon-Mentkowski updated the members on the Department’s Loan Guarantee Program (LGP).  There were 7 loans, one is paid off, and 6 are outstanding with a total of $55,877.21 outstanding on the loans.  The DOR is still working on finding a lender for a statewide LGP.  Teresa Favuzzi explained the federal alternative program where the National Cooperative Bank in DC may be used for a pilot lending program.  

6.  Kim and Teresa addressed other aspects of the AT Network such as the AT webinars, and the AT Network web page which they hope to update soon as it needs a redesign.  They want to make sure the AT Network is user friendly.  They said if ATAC members have ideas for the AT Network website, to send them to CFILC.  

The AT Exchange is separate from the AT Network.  

7. Ralph Black (on the phone) updated members on the California State Price Schedule (SPS).  He said back in February 2013, when he last spoke with the Committee, the state was on the verge of launching the SPS but it actually went into action in  May 2013.  We should be able to go to the DOR website and find the SPS and the establishment of the price list from the various vendors.  The list will show what the vendors will charge the agency for the services and products.  The list shows product, service, and the manufacturer for the products.  

Thus far, Ralph has provided 5 different trainings on the SPS, to counselors, supervisors, procurement staff around the state, and Civil Rights Officers.  

An issue was brought up with how DOR was dealing with assessments or evaluations by vendors.  Ralph stated that the DOR policy is that DOR will not purchase equipment from vendors who do assessments/evaluations of the same product.  He explained that there are some new rules and vendors must follow rules for validation.  The evaluations/assessments are separate from the product or service.  DOR staff must make sure the vendors are doing either an evaluation or a product demonstration.  In an evaluation, the vendor must show how the product will fit the individual’s needs and that it works for the individual. Ralph stated that there is now a document on the DOR website explaining this policy.  

Ralph also clarified that it is DOR’s intention that Procurement staff do not split up orders for AT systems among different vendors when possible. However, they are encouraged to spread individual orders among multiple vendors in their areas.

He said that he is working with the Department of General Services to expand the SPS to include renting of accessible vehicles and they are attempting to simplify the state rental accessible process.  He is hoping they will have this done by next year.  

8.  ATAC member recruitment:  Specific groups were mentioned for possible recruitment:  Developmental Disability Council, Area Agency on Aging, Veterans, EDD, Senior Citizens, Youth, unserved and underserved. Recruitment will be done according to AT Act requirements.  

9. Gas station access was discussed.  An opinion was expressed that the law is not practicable and there may be a need to start all over to ensure compliance with the ADA.  Gas stations are fined if not in compliance, some agency is collecting money from the stickers on the pumps. It would be great if there were an application that would indicate where the accessible gas station pumps are, similar to Gas Buddy which shows the cheapest gas prices at gas stations in different areas.  

10. [bookmark: _GoBack] There was a discussion on how the committee can actually achieve results.  Ray stated that the PROMISE grant may be one method to pull in similar state agencies and other entities representing the groups identified earlier.  At the next meeting in March 2014, we should focus on what we want to do moving forward, including looking at the Charge from the DOR Director. Teresa Favuzzi said that if the ATAC has focus, this will help the contractor. “Year of the Student in Transition” can be a theme for the year.  Karen Andersen moved and Jonn Paris-Salb seconded the motion to use this following year to work on using the PROMISE grant and AT as an ATAC focus.  The motion was passed unanimously.  

In March, have the PROMISE grant staff send information prior to the meeting.  See if we can get DOR and state representatives to report; or later in the year as the PROMISE work will have just started as it was recently awarded to California.  Jay Harris will have a dialogue with the PROMISE leaders and obtain their plans ahead of time before the March 2014 ATAC meeting.  

11.  A member wanted to know more about the AT Network receiving a grant for low cost broadband. Teresa explained that this was emerging technology and, while they are giving some devices out to folks, many have no wi fi or Internet access. The $260,000 from the California Emerging Technology Fund (CETF) was a means to help the disability community in California adopt broadband.  Freedom PoP was mentioned as one provider. A link to this is on the AT Network website.  A question was also asked who can find out about the Affordable Care Act and if it will have coverage for durable medical equipment (DME).  Kim said it will have coverage but depends on which plan the individual buys into.  

Gregory Mathes adjourned the meeting at 4 pm.  The next ATAC meeting will be Tuesday March 18th , 2014  in San Diego which is right before the annual CSUN Technology Conference.  We have a free meeting room at the hotel CSUN is using to host the conference. If we need equipment in the room, DOR will have to negotiate with the hotel.   More details will be provided later.  At the next meeting the committee will focus on the following:

· DOR’s PROMISE grant
· View the AT Network website
· Visit the Director’s Charge to the ATAC, set up goals and objectives
· Contractor ongoing reports
		
		
 

  


